
 

 

Dorset Patient letter to support referral for suspected cancer from primary care 
 
This letter contains some important information about your health.  It may be concerning but it is 
essential that you read the letter thoroughly and act upon its contents. 
 
Following your consultation with me, I am concerned that your symptoms could indicate a serious 
condition such as cancer; this will need further investigation to be ruled out. 
 
For this reason, I am making an urgent referral to hospital for an appointment to investigate this 
more fully.  Fortunately, the majority of people referred under this system are found not to have 
cancer, but the earlier possible cases are diagnosed, the better the result for the patient. This is 
backed up by national guidance from the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 
which advises GPs to start this process even if there is only a 3 % risk - that is a 1 in 33 chance - of a 
cancer diagnosis. 
 
The hospital should contact you within 2 working days. Please contact the hospital using the details 

below, if after 2 working days you have not heard from them about scheduling an appointment or test 

within the next 2 weeks. 

Hospital Telephone number 

Dorset County Hospital 01305 254109 

Poole Hospital 01202 442248 

The Royal Bournemouth and Christchurch Hospitals 01202 704741 or 01202 705308 

 
It is vital that you attend the first appointment that is offered as the hospital will be planning 
future dates already, just in case you are found to need more specialist investigations or treatment.  
 
It is very important that you are ready, willing and able to attend any appointment that is offered to you 
within the next 2 weeks. If there is a compelling reason why you are unable to attend the 
hospital at any time over the next 2 weeks, please let me or someone at the practice know now 
so that alternative arrangements can be made. Similarly, if you have any holidays planned over the 
next two months, you will need to inform the hospital at your first appointment so they can plan your 
care appropriately. 
 
We sincerely hope that the hospital tests will rule out cancer. However, please remember: the earlier 
that cancer is detected the greater the probability that it can be treated effectively.  
 
If you want to discuss any aspects of this letter further, please contact me as soon as possible so as 
not to delay any action. 
 
Your GP 
 
 
 

 


